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A LIST OF THE FAMILIES OF COLEOPTERA IN AMERICA, 
NORTH OF MEXICO. 

By Charles W. Leng, 33 Murray St., N. Y. City. 

The following list is based on the work of Brues and Melander 
(“Key to the Families of North American Insects,” 1915)> with 
some corrections, the authorities for which are given in the notes. 
It is published at this time in the hope of eliciting such comment 
from the students of the Coleoptera that, in the event of a new 
Check List being published, the materials for a satisfactory ar¬ 
rangement of the families, after free discussion by those inter¬ 
ested, may be available. It may be added that the work on which 
the list is based, for which we are most grateful to the authors, 
gives the definition of the family names employed, and is stated 
to be in turn based on the works of Sharp and Ganglbaur; and 
that it coincides, in the main, with the “ Catalogus Coleopter- 
rorum ,, of Junk, as far as that work has been completed. The 
differences between its classification and that of Leconte and 
Horn, repeated in Henshaw’s Check List, are the result of the 
studies during the last forty years of a host of Coleopterists, 
who have corrected conclusions derived by Leconte, mainly from 
consideration of the external adult characters, by studies of the 
larvae in some families and by studies of the fossil insects in 
others; as well as by studies in some groups of the internal 
anatomy. The differences are not always very great, consisting 
often in treating Leconte’s subfamilies as families or vice versa, 
or in changes in the relative position of the families. Of such 
changes in position, the greatest is in according the highest rank 
to the beetles with lamellate antennae, a course which most 
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readers are probably already prepared to adopt, except possibly 
as it affects the relative position of the Rhynchophora. 

The Rhynchophora were regarded by Leconte practically 
as a suborder, strongly differentiated by the rigid palpi, single 
gular suture, legless larvae and, usually, by the beak. A con¬ 
tinuance of this division would still permit of ending the Coleop- 
tera genuina with the heteromerous, phytophagous and lamelli- 
corn series in successively advanced rank, and avoid interpolat¬ 
ing the Rhynchophora between them. Furthermore the Rhyn¬ 
chophora as a suborder would be more logically connected 
through the Brenthidse with the Rhysodidae of the Adephagous 
series, and through the Anthribidae with the Bruchidae of the 
Phytophagous series, than they would be if regarded as merely 
a series of equal taxonomic value with other series. I should 
therefore personally prefer to transpose the position of families 
9° to 93 so that they would follow families 94 to 97, but separated 
as a suborder so as to leave the Scarabaeidae at the end of Coleop- 
tera genuina. 

On this as well as on the minor points covered by the notes I 
shall be glad to receive the comment of the reader. No such 
changes, however based purely on personal opinion, have been 
here made; the arrangement of the families follows that of Brues 
and Melander except as noted below where there is a conflict of 
authorities. 


Order COLEOPTERA 


Suborder ADEPHAGA 


1. Carabidae 1 

2. Haliplidae 


5. Gyrinidae 

6. Rhysodidae 

7. Cupedidae 2 


3. Amphizoidae 

4. Dytiscidae 


Suborder POLYPHAGA 


Series Palpicornia 


8. Hydrophilidae 
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Series Stapi-iyliniformia 


9. Silphidae 

16. Hydroscaphidae 

10. Scydmaenidae 

17. Scaphidiidae 

11. Leptinidae 

18. Platypsyllidae 

12. Clambidae 

19. Staphylinidae 

13. Orthoperidae 3 

20. Pselaphidae 

14. Ptiliidae 4 

21. Histeridae 

15. Sphaeriidae 


Series 

Malacodermata 

22. Lycidae 

26. Melyridae 5 

23. Lampyridae 

27. Cleridae 

24. Telephoridae 

28. Corynetidae 

25. Malachiidae 

29. Derodontidae 


Series Cucujoidea 


30. Cucujidae 



Series Clavicornia 

31. Trogositidae 6 

39. Tritomidae s 

32. Nitidulidae 

40. Moncedidae 9 

33. Rhizophagidae 7 

41. Colydiidae 

34. Erotylidae 

42. Cioidae 

35. Mycetaeidae 

43. Sphindidae 

36. Cryptophagidae 

44. Endomychidae 

37. Phalacridae 

45. Coccinellidae 

38. Lathridiidae 



Series Brachymera 

46. Byturidae 

48. Nosodendridae 

47. Dermestidae 

49. Byrrhidae 


Series Macrodactylia 

50. Georyssidae 53. Eucinetidae 

51. Heteroceridae 54. Parnidae 10 

52. Helodidae 
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Series Serricornia 


55. Chelonariidae 

56. Dascillidae 

57. Rhipiceridae 


Series Sternoxia 

58. Cebrionidae 

60. Eucnemidae 

59. Elateridae 

61. Throscidae 


Series Buprestoidea 

62. Buprestidae 

Series Teridilia 

63. Lymexylonidae 

66. Lyctidae 

64. Micromalthidae 

67. Ptinidae 

65. Bostrichidae 

68. Anobiidae 


Series Heteromera 

69. Oedemeridae 

78. Monommidae 

70. Cephaloonidae 

79. Othniidae 

71. Pythidae 

80. Aegialitidae 

72. Pyrochroidae 

81. Lagriidae 

73. Hylophilidae 

82. Alleculidae 11 

74. Pedilidae 

83. Tenebrionidae 

75. Anthicidae 

84. Meloidae 

76. Melandryidae 

85. Mordellidae 

77. Scraptidae 

86. Rhipiphoridae 


Series Phytophaga 

87. Cerambycidae 

88. Chrysomelidae 

89. Bruchidae 

Series Rhynchophora 

90. Brenthidae 

92. Curculionidae 

91. Anthribidae 12 

93. Scolytidae 13 

Series Lamellicornia 

94. Lucanidae 

96. Passalidae 

95. Sinodendridae 

97. Scarabaeidae 14 
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Order STREPSIPTERA 


98 Xenidse 15 

1. Cicindelidae of Henshaw’s Check List are included as a subfamily of 
Carabidae in accordance with Dr. Walther Horn’s work in Genera In- 
sectorum. 

2. Cupedidae is the spelling used in recent works in place of Cupesidae. 

3. Orthoperidae is equivalent to Corylophidse as far as our fauna is con¬ 
cerned. A family called Aphenocephalidae, Pseudocorylophidae or Disco- 
lomidae by different authors is, however, separable in tropical America and 
may possibly be found in southern Florida at some future time. 

4. Ptiliidas is used in recent works instead of Trichopterygidae. 

5. Melyridae are separated as a family by Col. Thomas L. Casey (Ann. 
N. Y. Ac. Sci., VIII, 456) and the excellent reasons given appear to have 
been overlooked. 

6. The family Trogositidae has been called Temnochilidae by most recent 
authors; also Ostomidae and Ostomatidae; and has been by some divided 
into two families. Until the promised revision by Mr. Charles Schaeffer 
appears, it seems best to retain the name used in the Henshaw Check List. 

7. The Rhizophagidae are treated as a separate family by A. Mequignon 
in the Junk Catalogue and are omitted by A. Grouvelle in his treatment 
of the Nitidulidae. 

8. Tritomidae is used instead of Mycetophagidae following Casey (Journ. 
N. Y. Ent Soc., VIII, 1900). 

9. Monoedidae is used instead of Adimeridae because Monoedus Horn has 
precedence over Adimerus Sharp. 

10. The name Parnidae is retained because there has been much argu¬ 
ment as to the validity of Dryops, the priority of which name has led 
many to call the family Dryopidae. 

11. The name Alleculidae is used by F. Borchmann in the Junk Cata- 
logus, following Seidlitz instead of Cistelidae. 

12. The name Anthribidae may have to be changed on grounds of pri¬ 
ority; but it seems best to await the completion of the studies of Dr. W. 
Dwight Pierce in the synonymy of the Rhynchophora. 

13. Dr. A. D. Hopkins has shown that Scolytidae (not Ipidae) is the 
proper name for this family; and that Platypodidae of many authors is 
more correctly treated as a subordinate division. 

14. The Trogidae are separated as a family by Brues and Melander; but, 
being treated as a subfamily of Scarabaeidae by Mr. Gilbert J. Arrow in 
the Junk Catalogus, the same course is here followed. 

15. The Xenidae are equivalent to Dr. Leconte’s Stylopidae and are in¬ 
cluded for that reason though not Coleoptera. 



